
Economics
The study of economics is essentially about dealing with 
scarcity, resource allocation and the methods and processes 
by which choices are made in the satisfaction of human 
wants. As a dynamic social science, economics uses scientific 
methodologies that include quantitative and qualitative 
elements.

The course emphasizes the economic theories of 
microeconomics, which deal with economic variables 
affecting individuals, firms and markets, and the economic 
theories of macroeconomics, which deal with economic 
variables affecting countries, governments and societies. 
These economic theories are not to be studied in a vacuum—
rather, they are to be applied to real-world issues. Prominent 
among these issues are fluctuations in economic activity, 

international trade, economic development and 
environmental sustainability.

The ethical dimensions involved in the application of 
economic theories and policies permeate throughout the 
economics course as students are required to consider and 
reflect on human end-goals and values.

The economics course encourages students to develop 
international perspectives, fosters a concern for global issues, 
and raises students’ awareness of their own responsibilities at 
a local, national and international level. The course also seeks 
to develop values and attitudes that will enable students to 
achieve a degree of personal commitment in trying to resolve 
these issues, appreciating our shared responsibility as citizens 
of an increasingly interdependent world.

HL and SL AssessmentCourse Content
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Syllabus outline

Syllabus

Syllabus component
Teaching hours

SL HL

Section 1: Microeconomics
1.1 Competitive markets: demand and supply (some topics HL only)

1.2 Elasticity 

1.3  Government intervention (some topics HL extension, plus one topic  
HL only)

1.4 Market failure (some topics HL only)

1.5 Theory of the firm and market structures (HL only) 

35 95

Section 2: Macroeconomics
2.1 The level of overall economic activity (one topic HL extension)

2.2 Aggregate demand and aggregate supply (one topic HL only)

2.3  Macroeconomic objectives (some topics HL extension, plus one topic  
HL only)

2.4 Fiscal policy 

2.5 Monetary policy

2.6 Supply-side policies

40 50

Section 3: International economics
3.1  International trade (one topic HL extension, plus one topic HL only)

3.2 Exchange rates (some topics HL extension)

3.3  The balance of payments (one topic HL extension, plus some topics  
HL only)

3.4 Economic integration (one topic HL extension)

3.5 Terms of trade (HL only) 

25 45

Syllabus outline
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Syllabus component
Teaching hours

SL HL

Section 4: Development economics
4.1 Economic development

4.2 Measuring development

4.3 The role of domestic factors

4.4 The role of international trade (one topic HL extension)

4.5 The role of foreign direct investment (FDI)

4.6 The roles of foreign aid and multilateral development assistance

4.7 The role of international debt

4.8 The balance between markets and intervention

30 30

Internal assessment
Portfolio of three commentaries

20 20

Total teaching hours 150 240

Economics guide 77

Assessment

Assessment outline—HL

First examinations 2013

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours) 80%

Paper 1 (1 hour and 30 minutes)
An extended response paper (50 marks) 

Assessment objectives 1, 2, 3, 4

Section A

Syllabus content: section 1—microeconomics

Students answer one question from a choice of two. (25 marks)

Section B

Syllabus content: section 2—macroeconomics

Students answer one question from a choice of two. (25 marks)

30%

Paper 2 (1 hour and 30 minutes)
A data response paper (40 marks) 

Assessment objectives 1, 2, 3, 4

Section A

Syllabus content: section 3—international economics

Students answer one question from a choice of two. (20 marks) 

Section B

Syllabus content: section 4—development economics

Students answer one question from a choice of two. (20 marks)

30%

Paper 3 (1 hour)
HL extension paper (50 marks)

Assessment objectives 1, 2 and 4

Syllabus content, including HL extension material: sections 1 to 4—microeconomics, 
macroeconomics, international economics, development economics

Students answer two questions from a choice of three. (25 marks per question)

20%

Assessment outline—HL
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Assessment component Weighting

Internal assessment (20 teaching hours)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 
IB at the end of the course.

Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, based on different sections of the 
syllabus and on published extracts from the news media. 

Maximum 750 words x 3 (45 marks)

20%

SL: 40%
HL: 30%

(HL: 4 hours, SL: 3 hours)

SL: 40%
HL: 30%

HL only

Language A: language and literature guide
First assessment 2021

Economics guide 
First assessment 2013 



Global Politics
The global politics course explores fundamental political 
concepts such as power, equality, sustainability, and 
peace in a range of contexts and at a variety of levels.
It allows students to develop an understanding of the 
local, national, international and global dimensions of 
political activity, as well as allowing them the 
opportunity to explore political issues affecting their own 
lives. 

Global politics draws on a variety of disciplines in the 
social sciences and humanities. It helps students to 
understand abstract political concepts by grounding 
them in real world examples and case studies, and also 
invites comparison between such examples and case 
studies to ensure a transnational perspective.
Developing international mindedness and an awareness 
of multiple perspectives is at the heart of this course. It 
encourages dialogue and debate, nurturing the capacity 
to interpret competing and contestable claims.

Course Content
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Syllabus outline

Syllabus component
Teaching hours

SL HL

Core units: people, power and politics
Four compulsory units:

1. Power, sovereignty and international relations

2. Human rights

3. Development

4. Peace and conflict

130 130

Engagement activity
An engagement on a political issue of personal interest, complemented with 
research

20 20

HL extension: global political challenges
Political issues in two of the following six global political challenges 
researched and presented through a case-study approach: 

1. Environment

2. Poverty

3. Health

4. Identity

5. Borders

6. Security

– 90

Total teaching hours 150 240 

The recommended teaching time is 240 hours to complete HL courses and 150 hours to complete  
SL courses as stated in the document General regulations: Diploma Programme for students and their legal 
guardians (article 8.2). 

Syllabus

SL Assessment

Global politics guide5050

Assessment

First assessment 2017

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (3 hours)
Paper 1 (1 h 15 min)

Stimulus-based paper based on a topic from one of the four core units

Four compulsory short-answer/structured questions

(25 marks)

Paper 2 (1 h 45 min)

Extended response paper based on the four core units

Students must write two essays from a choice of eight, each selected from a different 
core unit.

(50 marks)

75%
30%

45%

Internal assessment (20 hours)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 
IB at the end of the course. 

Engagement activity 

A written report (2,000-word maximum) on a political issue explored through 
engagement and research

(20 marks)

25%

Assessment outline—SL

HL Assessment

Global politics guide 5151

Assessment

First assessment 2017

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours)
Paper 1 (1 h 15 min) 

Stimulus-based paper on a topic from one of the four core units

Four compulsory short-answer/structured questions

(25 marks)

Paper 2 (2 h 45 min)

Extended response paper based on the four core units

Students must write three essays from a choice of eight, each selected from a 
different core unit.

(75 marks)

60%
20%

40%

Internal assessment 
These components are internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated 
by the IB at the end of the course. 

Engagement activity (20 hours)

A written report (2,000-word maximum) on a political issue explored through 
engagement and research 

(20 marks)

HL extension: global political challenges (90 hours)

Two video recorded oral presentations (10 minutes maximum each) of two case 
studies chosen from two different HL extension topics 

(20 marks)

40%

20%

20%

Assessment outline—HL

Language A: language and literature guide
First assessment 2021

Global politics guide 
First assessment 2017 



History
History is an exploratory subject that fosters a 
sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline, 
allowing opportunity for engagement with multiple 
perspectives and opinions. Studying history 
develops an understanding of the past, which leads 
to a deeper understanding of the nature of humans 
and of the world today. 

The Diploma Programme (DP) history course is a 
world history course based on a comparative, 
multi-perspective approach to history and focused 
around key historical concepts such as change, 
causation and signiFicance. It involves the study of 
a variety of types of history, including political, 

economic, social and cultural, encouraging 
students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills. In this way, the course involves a 
challenging and demanding critical exploration of 
the past. 

The DP history course requires students to study 
and compare examples from different regions of 
the world, helping to foster international 
mindedness. Teachers have a great deal of freedom 
to choose relevant examples to explore with their 
students, helping to ensure that the course meets 
their students’ needs and interests regardless of 
their location or context.

Course Content

SL Assessment HL Assessment
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Assessment outline—HL

Assessment

First assessment 2020

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (5 hours)
Paper 1 (1 hour)
Source-based paper based on the five prescribed subjects. Choose one prescribed 
subject from a choice of five. Answer four structured questions. (24 marks)

80%
20%

Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes)
Essay paper based on the 12 world history topics. Answer two essay questions on two 
different topics. (30 marks)

Paper 3 (2 hours 30 minutes)
Separate papers for each of the four regional options. For the selected region, answer 
three essay questions. (45 marks)

25%

35%

Internal assessment (20 hours)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB 
at the end of the course.

Historical investigation
Students are required to complete a historical investigation into a topic of their choice. 
(25 marks)

20%
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Assessment outline—SL

First assessment 2020

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (2 hours 30 minutes)
Paper 1 (1 hour)
Source-based paper based on the five prescribed subjects. Choose one prescribed 
subject from a choice of five. Answer four structured questions. (24 marks)

75%
30%

Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes)
Essay paper based on the 12 world history topics. Answer two essay questions on two 
different topics. (30 marks)

45%

Internal assessment (20 hours)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB 
at the end of the course.

Historical investigation
Students are required to complete a historical investigation into a topic of their choice. 
(25 marks)

25%

Assessment

Language A: language and literature guide
First assessment 2021

History guide 
First assessment 2020 

Paper 1 

Paper 2 

Paper 3 (HL Only)

• Rights and Protests  
(South Africa and the United States)

• Emergence of Democratic States (1848-2000) 
• Authoritarian States (20th Century)

History of the Americas  
• Great Depression in the Americas (1929 - 1945) 
• Political Development in the United States and Canada (1945-1980),  
• Civil Rights and Social Movements in the Americas (Post 1945)



Philosophy
Philosophy is a systematic critical inquiry into profound, fascinating and 
challenging questions such as: What is it to be human? Do we have free 
will? What do we mean when we say something is right or wrong? 
These abstract questions arise out of our everyday experiences, and 
philosophical tools such as critical and systematic thinking, careful 
analysis, and construction of arguments provide the means of addressing 
such questions. The practice of philosophy deepens and clariBies our 
understanding of these questions, as well as our ability to formulate 
possible responses. 
The emphasis of the Diploma Programme philosophy course is on “doing 
philosophy”, that is, on actively engaging students in philosophical activity. 
The course is focused on stimulating students’ intellectual curiosity and 
encouraging them to examine both their own perspectives and those of 
others. Students are challenged to develop their own philosophical voice 
and to grow into independent thinkers, in addition to engaging with some 
of the world’s most interesting and inBluential thinkers. The course also 

develops highly transferable skills such as the ability to formulate 
arguments clearly, to make reasoned judgments and to evaluate highly 
complex and multifaceted issues. 
All students study a core theme entitled “Being Human".  This theme 
provides an opportunity to explore the fundamental question of what it is 
to be human. This exploration takes place through a discussion of key 
concepts such as identity, freedom, and human nature, and through a 
consideration of questions such as what sets humans apart from other 
species, where the boundaries of being human lie, and whether animals or 
machines could be considered persons. Students also develop their skills 
through the study of other philosophical themes and the close reading of a 
philosophical text. They also learn to apply their philosophical knowledge 
and skills to real-life situations and to explore how non-philosophical 
material can be treated in a philosophical way. HL students also engage in a 
deeper exploration of the nature of philosophy itself.

SL Assessment

HL AssessmentCourse Content

Philosophy guide1414

Syllabus

Syllabus component
Teaching hours

SL HL

Core theme

The core theme “Being human” is compulsory for all students.

50 50

Optional themes

SL students are required to study one theme from the following list. 
HL students are required to study two themes from the following list.

1. Aesthetics 

2. Epistemology

3. Ethics

4. Philosophy and contemporary society

5. Philosophy of religion 

6. Philosophy of science

7. Political philosophy

40 80

Prescribed text

Students are required to study one text from the “IB list of prescribed 
philosophical texts”. (This list is provided later in this subject guide.)

40 40

HL extension: Exploring philosophical activity

HL students are required to explore the nature of philosophical 
activity.

50

Internal assessment

SL and HL students are required to produce a philosophical analysis of 
a non-philosophical stimulus.

20 20

Total teaching hours 150 240

The recommended teaching time is 240 hours to complete higher level courses and 150 hours to complete 
standard level courses as stated in the document General regulations: Diploma Programme (page 3 article 7.1).

Syllabus outline

Philosophy guide3838

Assessment outline—HL

First assessment 2016

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours 45 minutes)
Paper 1 (2 hours 30 minutes)

This paper contains two compulsory sections: section A and section B.

Section A consists of two stimulus-based questions on the core theme. Students are 
required to answer one question.

Section B consists of two essay questions for each of the optional themes. Students are 
required to answer two questions, each from a different optional theme.

Paper 2 (1 hour) 

This paper consists of two questions for each of the prescribed philosophical texts. Each 
question is split into two parts: part A and part B. Students are required to answer one 
question, and to answer both part A and part B of that question.

Paper 3 (1 hour 15 minutes) 

This paper consists of one unseen text. Students are required to write a response to 
this text, comparing and contrasting their experience of philosophical activity with the 
view(s) of philosophical activity found in the text. 

80%
40%

20%

20%

Internal assessment (20 hours)
Students are required to complete a philosophical analysis of a non-philosophical 
stimulus. This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

20%

Assessment

Philosophy guide 3737

Assessment outline—SL

First assessment 2016

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (2 hours 45 minutes)
Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes)

This paper contains two compulsory sections: section A and section B.

Section A consists of two stimulus-based questions on the core theme. Students are 
required to answer one question.

Section B consists of two essay questions for each of the optional themes. Students are 
required to answer one question.

Paper 2 (1 hour) 

This paper consists of two questions for each of the prescribed philosophical texts. Each 
question is split into two parts: part A and part B. Students are required to answer one 
question, and to answer both part A and part B of that question. 

75%
50%

25% 

Internal assessment (20 hours)
Students are required to complete a philosophical analysis of a non-philosophical 
stimulus. This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

25%

Assessment

Language A: language and literature guide
First assessment 2021

Philosophy guide 
First assessment 2016
 



Psychology
The IB Diploma Programme psychology course is the 
systematic study of behaviour and mental processes. 
Since the psychology course examines the interaction of 
biological, cognitive and sociocultural in?luences on 
human behaviour, it is well placed in group 3, 
individuals and societies. Students undertaking the 
course can expect to develop an understanding of how 
psychological knowledge is generated, developed and 
applied. This will allow them to have a greater 
understanding of themselves and appreciate the 
diversity of human behaviour.  

The holistic approach re?lected in the curriculum, which 
sees biological, cognitive and sociocultural analysis 
being taught in an integrated way ensures that students 
are able to develop an understanding of what all 
humans share, as well as the immense diversity of 
in?luences on human behaviour and mental processes. 
The ethical concerns raised by the methodology and 
application of psychological research are also key 
considerations of the IB psychology course. 

Prescribed Topics 
(one from the following) 
• Military leaders 
• Conquest and its 

impact 
• The move to global 

war 
• Rights and protest 
• Con?lict and 

Intervention

Course Content

Psychology

Syllabus

     20

Syllabus outline

Teaching hoursSyllabus component

SL HL

Core
Biological approach to understanding behaviour
Cognitive approach to understanding behaviour
Sociocultural approach to understanding behaviour

90 120

Approaches to researching behaviour 20 60

Options
Abnormal psychology
Developmental psychology
Health psychology
Psychology of human relationships

20 40

Internal assessment
Experimental study

20 20

Total teaching hours 150 240

The recommended teaching time is 240 hours to complete HL courses and 150 hours to complete SL

courses as stated in the document General regulations: Diploma Programme (article 8.2)

Syllabus content
The syllabus as provided in this subject guide is not intended to be in teaching order. Instead it provides

detail of what must be covered by the end of the course. A school should develop a scheme of work that

best works for its students. For example, the scheme of work could be developed to match available

resources, to take into account student prior learning and experience, or in conjunction with other local

requirements. However the course is planned, adequate time must be provided for examination revision.

Time must also be given for students to reflect on their learning experience and their growth as learners.

HL Assessment
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Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (5 hours)
Paper 1 (2 hours)
Section A: Three short-answer questions on the core approaches to psychology
(27 marks)
Section B: One essay from a choice of three on the biological, cognitive and
sociocultural approaches to behaviour. One, two or all of the essays will reference
the additional HL topic (22 marks)
(Total 49 marks)

80%
40%

Paper 2 (2 hours)
Two questions; one from a choice of three on each of two options
(Total 44 marks)

20%

Paper 3 (1 hour)
Three short-answer questions from a list of six static questions on approaches to
research
(24 marks)

20%

Internal assessment (20 hours)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by
the IB at the end of the course.
Experimental study
A report on an experimental study undertaken by the student
(22 marks)

20%

External assessment
Paper 1 section A and paper 3 question 3 are assessed using markbands.

Paper 1 section B and paper 2 are assessed using assessment criteria.

The markbands and assessment criteria are published in this guide.

In addition, questions 1 and 2 in paper 3 will be assessed by an analytical markscheme in line with the

demands of the question. The markschemes are specific to each examination.

External assessment criteria—SL
Paper 1
Section A
Paper 1 section A consists of three short-answer questions using AO1 and AO2 command terms. All three

questions are compulsory. Each question is marked out of 9 marks using the rubric below, for a total of 27

marks.

Markband Level descriptor

0 The answer does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1–3 The response is of limited relevance to or only rephrases the question.

SL Assessment
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Assessment outline—SL

First assessment 2019

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (3 hours)
Paper 1 (2 hours)
Section A: Three short-answer questions on the core approaches to psychology
(27 marks)
Section B: One essay from a choice of three on the biological, cognitive and
sociocultural approaches to behaviour (22 marks)
(Total 49 marks)

75%
50%

Paper 2 (1 hour)
One question from a choice of three on one option
(22 marks)

25%

Internal assessment (20 hours)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by
the IB at the end of the course.
Experimental study
A report on an experimental study undertaken by the student
(22 marks)

25%

Assessment outline—HL

First assessment 2019

Language A: language and literature guide
First assessment 2021

Psychology guide 
First assessment 2019 


