
Chinese Literature
The Chinese A: literature course introduces students 
to the analysis of literary texts. It is the course 
through which the IB’s policy of mother-tongue 
entitlement is delivered. The course is organized into 
four parts, each focused on a group of literary works. 

Together, the four parts of the course add up to a 
comprehensive exploration of literature from a 
variety of cultures, genres and periods. Students learn 
to appreciate the artistry of literature, and develop the 
ability to reflect critically on their reading, presenting 
literary analysis powerfully through both oral and 
written communication.

HL Assessment SL Assessment

Syllabus Content
Teaching Hours
HL SL

Readers,	writers	and	texts	 

Works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study of the works could focus on the relationships between literary texts, readers and 
writers as well as the nature of literature and its study. This study includes the investigation of the response of readers and the ways in which 
literary texts generate meaning. The focus is on the development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of literary texts.

80 50

Time	and	space	 

Works are chosen to reflect a range of historical and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of literary texts and the 
variety of ways literary texts might both reflect and shape society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and cultural 
perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which context is tied to meaning. 

80 50

Intertextuality:	connecting	texts		

Works are chosen so as to provide students with an opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study focuses on 
intertextual relationships between literary texts with possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, literary 
forms or literary traditions that have been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the development of critical response grounded 
in an understanding of the complex relationships among literary texts. 

80 50

Total	Teaching	Hours 240 150

Course Content

First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (3 hours)

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (1 hour 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two passages from two different literary forms, each accompanied by a 
question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it. (20 marks)

70%

35%

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question, students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

35%

Internal assessment

This component consists of an individual oral that is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language studied and one 
from a work studied in translation, students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, 
followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks)

30%

Assessment

Assessment outline—SL
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First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours)

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (2 hours 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two literary passages, from two different literary forms, each 
accompanied by a question. Students write an analysis of each of the passages. (40 marks)

80%

35%

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question, students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

25%

Higher level (HL) essay

Students submit an essay on one literary text or work studied during the course. (20 marks)

The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length.

20%

Internal assessment

This component consists of an individual oral that is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language studied and one 
from a work studied in translation, students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, 
followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks)

20%

Assessment

Assessment outline—HL
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Chinese Language and Literature
Language is treated more broadly in the language A: language and 
literature course. Literary texts are the sole focus of the language A: 
literature course and the literature and performance course, while 
the language A: language and literature course examines both 
literary and non- literary texts. Also, while performance is an explicit 
component of the literature and performance course, student 
production and the performativity of textual creation, analysis and 
response are elements in all three courses.  

The study of literary, non-literary, visual and performance texts 
provides a focus for understanding how meaning is constructed 

within belief or value systems, and how it is negotiated across 
multiple perspectives generated by single or multiple readers. 
Thinking critically about texts, as well as responding to, producing or 
performing them, leads to an understanding of how language 
sustains or challenges ways of thinking and being. The study 
additionally builds an awareness that all texts may be understood in 
relation to their form, content, purpose, audience and their 
associated contexts, such as social, historical and cultural 
circumstances.

HL Assessment SL Assessment

Course Content
Syllabus Content

Teaching Hours
HL SL

Readers,	writers	and	texts	 
Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and media to represent as wide a range of text types as possible, and works are chosen from a 
variety of literary forms. The study of the non-literary texts and works focuses on the nature of language and communication and the nature of 
literature and its study. This study includes the investigation of how texts themselves operate as well as the contexts and complexities of production 
and reception. Focus is on the development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of communication. 

80 50

Time	and	space	 
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media that reBlect a range of historical and/or cultural 
perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of language use and the variety of ways literary and non-literary texts might both reBlect and shape 
society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and cultural perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an awareness 
of the ways in which context is tied to meaning. 

80 50

Intertextuality:	connecting	texts		
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media in a way that allows students an opportunity to 
extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study focuses on intertextual relationships with possibilities to explore various topics, 
thematic concerns, generic conventions, modes or literary traditions that have been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the 
development of critical response grounded in an understanding of the complex relationships among texts. 

80 50

Total	Teaching	Hours 240 150

First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (3 hours)

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (1 hour 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each 
accompanied by a question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it. 
(20 marks)

70%

35%

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

35%

Internal assessment 

This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one non-literary text and one from a literary work, students 
will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the 
teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the texts that you have studied. (40 marks)

30%

Assessment

Assessment outline—SL
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First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours)

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (2 hours 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each 
accompanied by a question. Students write an analysis of each of the passages. (40 marks)

80%

35%

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

HL essay

Students submit an essay on one non-literary text or a collection of non-literary texts by one 
same author, or a literary text or work studied during the course. (20 marks)

The essay must be 1,200-1,500 words in length.

25%

20%

Internal assessment: Individual oral (15 minutes)

This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher 
and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from both one non-literary text and one from a literary work, 
students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions 
by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks)

20%

Assessment

Assessment outline—HL
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English Language and Literature
Language is treated more broadly in the language A: language and 
literature course. Literary texts are the sole focus of the language A: 
literature course and the literature and performance course, while 
the language A: language and literature course examines both 
literary and non- literary texts. Also, while performance is an explicit 
component of the literature and performance course, student 
production and the performativity of textual creation, analysis and 
response are elements in all three courses.  

The study of literary, non-literary, visual and performance texts 
provides a focus for understanding how meaning is constructed 

within belief or value systems, and how it is negotiated across 
multiple perspectives generated by single or multiple readers. 
Thinking critically about texts, as well as responding to, producing or 
performing them, leads to an understanding of how language 
sustains or challenges ways of thinking and being. The study 
additionally builds an awareness that all texts may be understood in 
relation to their form, content, purpose, audience and their 
associated contexts, such as social, historical and cultural 
circumstances.

HL Assessment SL Assessment

Course Content
Syllabus Content

Teaching Hours
HL SL

Readers,	writers	and	texts	 
Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and media to represent as wide a range of text types as possible, and works are chosen from a 
variety of literary forms. The study of the non-literary texts and works focuses on the nature of language and communication and the nature of 
literature and its study. This study includes the investigation of how texts themselves operate as well as the contexts and complexities of production 
and reception. Focus is on the development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of communication. 

80 50

Time	and	space	 
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media that reBlect a range of historical and/or cultural 
perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of language use and the variety of ways literary and non-literary texts might both reBlect and shape 
society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and cultural perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an awareness 
of the ways in which context is tied to meaning. 

80 50

Intertextuality:	connecting	texts		
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media in a way that allows students an opportunity to 
extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study focuses on intertextual relationships with possibilities to explore various topics, 
thematic concerns, generic conventions, modes or literary traditions that have been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the 
development of critical response grounded in an understanding of the complex relationships among texts. 

80 50

Total	Teaching	Hours 240 150

First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (3 hours)

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (1 hour 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each 
accompanied by a question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it. 
(20 marks)

70%

35%

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

35%

Internal assessment 

This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one non-literary text and one from a literary work, students 
will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the 
teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the texts that you have studied. (40 marks)

30%

Assessment

Assessment outline—SL

33Language A: language and literature guide

First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours)

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (2 hours 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each 
accompanied by a question. Students write an analysis of each of the passages. (40 marks)

80%

35%

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

HL essay

Students submit an essay on one non-literary text or a collection of non-literary texts by one 
same author, or a literary text or work studied during the course. (20 marks)

The essay must be 1,200-1,500 words in length.

25%

20%

Internal assessment: Individual oral (15 minutes)

This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher 
and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from both one non-literary text and one from a literary work, 
students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions 
by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks)

20%

Assessment

Assessment outline—HL
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English Literature
The English A: literature course introduces students to the 
analysis of literary texts. The course puts a strong emphasis 
on conceptual understanding and makes links to the DP 
Core.

This is an integrated course with three areas of exploration: 
Readers, writers and texts, Time and space, and 
Intertextuality: connecting texts. 

Together, the three integrated areas of exploration of the 
course add up to a comprehensive exploration of literature 
from a variety of cultures, genres and periods. Students learn 
to appreciate the artistry of literature, and develop the ability 
to reflect critically on their reading, presenting literary 
analysis powerfully through both oral and written 
communication.

HL Assessment SL Assessment

Course Content
Syllabus Content

Teaching Hours
HL SL

Readers,	writers	and	texts	 

Works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study of the works could focus on the relationships between literary texts, readers and 
writers as well as the nature of literature and its study. This study includes the investigation of the response of readers and the ways in which 
literary texts generate meaning. The focus is on the development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of literary texts.

80 50

Time	and	space	 

Works are chosen to reflect a range of historical and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of literary texts and the 
variety of ways literary texts might both reflect and shape society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and cultural 
perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which context is tied to meaning. 

80 50

Intertextuality:	connecting	texts		
Works are chosen so as to provide students with an opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study focuses on 
intertextual relationships between literary texts with possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, literary 
forms or literary traditions that have been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the development of critical response grounded in 
an understanding of the complex relationships among literary texts. 

80 50

Total	Teaching	Hours 240 150

First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (3 hours)

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (1 hour 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two passages from two different literary forms, each accompanied by a 
question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it. (20 marks)

70%

35%

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question, students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

35%

Internal assessment

This component consists of an individual oral that is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language studied and one 
from a work studied in translation, students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, 
followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks)

30%

Assessment

Assessment outline—SL
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First assessment 2021

Assessment component Weighting

External assessment (4 hours)

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (2 hours 15 minutes)

The paper consists of two literary passages, from two different literary forms, each 
accompanied by a question. Students write an analysis of each of the passages. (40 marks)

80%

35%

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes)

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question, students write a 
comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. (30 marks)

25%

Higher level (HL) essay

Students submit an essay on one literary text or work studied during the course. (20 marks)

The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length.

20%

Internal assessment

This component consists of an individual oral that is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language studied and one 
from a work studied in translation, students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, 
followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content 
and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks)

20%

Assessment

Assessment outline—HL
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